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Our Water. Our Future. Our Choice. 
The purposes of the District include planning for and facilitating the long-term conservation, 
development, protection, distribution, management, and stabilization of water rights and water 

supplies for domestic, irrigation, power, manufacturing, municipal, recreational, and other 
beneficial uses, including the natural stream environment, in a cost-effective way to meet the 

needs of the residents and growing population of Cache County. 
www.cachewaterdistrict.com 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CACHE WATER DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 6, 2023 
The Cache Water District Board of Trustees convened for a regular meeting on March 6, 2023, at 5:30 p.m.  

in the Cache County Historic Courthouse Council Chambers,199 North Main Street, Logan, Utah. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Mark Anderson – Logan #3 Council District   
Jared Clawson – At-Large Position 
Jonathan Hardman – South Council District 
Kirt Lindley – At-Large Position 
Beth Neilson – Southeast Council District 
Jeff Ostermiller - Logan #2 Council District 
Max Pierce – North Council District 
Bret Randall – Northeast Council District  
Brett Roper – At Large Position 
Jeannie Simmonds – Logan #1 Council District 
Regan Wheeler – Agricultural Representative 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
 

Nathan Daugs, Steven Wood, Quinn Dance, Scott Clark,   
 

 
 

Chairman Pierce called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  
 
The March 6, 2023 meeting agenda and the minutes from February 6, 2023, were approved. 
 

ACTION: Motion by Mr. Clawson to approve the agenda and the minutes as submitted. 
Seconded by Mr. Hardman.  The motion was approved unanimously (10-0). 
 

Yea: Anderson, Clawson, Hardman, Lindley, Neilson, Ostermiller, Pierce, Randall, Roper, 
Wheeler     
 

 
 
No public comments 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

http://www.cachewaterdistrict.com/
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• Mar. 8 – Northern Utah Water Conference 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (approx. 100+ attendees) 

• Mar. 8 – Bear River Watershed Council – 3:00 p.m. 

• Mar. 8 – Great Salt Lake Advisory 

• Mar. 10 – Ag. Water Optimization – 10:00 a.m. (link sent out) 

• Mar. 14-15 – USU Runoff Conference  

• Mar 20-23 – Utah Water Users 

• Apr. 3 – Regular Board Meeting 

• Apr. 6 – Bear Lake Advisory 
 
5:45 Jeannie Simmonds arrived 
 

 
 

See -Attachment 1- 
 
Ms. Simmonds reviewed the report and explained how items are tracked.  An audit will be 
scheduled for next month (the cost will be $5,500).  She will send out an update on the grants 
with a breakdown of the expenditure vs. what has been reimbursed.  The challenge is that 
reimbursements come in at varying times. Chairman Pierce asked if there is a need to adjust 
budgets based on the timing of reimbursements.  Mr. Daugs reviewed some of the line items. 
 
 

 
 
PL-566 PROJECT UPDATES 
 
 

 No changes since last month, still waiting for updated contracts from NRCS to move forward. 
 
BENEFITS OF BEAR RIVER UPDATE 
 

The contract for the study has been signed, it is anticipated to be completed by this fall.    
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

S.B. 251 Secondary Metering Requirements (Sen. Hinkins) – A few exemptions were added, 
including one to meet with the State Engineer to help determine where strategic meters need to 
be installed (rather than each home). Another $20 million was added for grant funding.  
 
S.B.119 Per Capita Consumptive Use (Sen. McKell) – Requires reporting districts to calculate 
per capita consumptive use. 
 
S.B. 118 Water Efficient Landscaping Incentives (Sen. Sandall) – Incentivizes efficient use of 
water including installation and maintenance of water-efficient landscaping. Cache County may 
not be eligible, because the bill authorizes water conservancy districts to receive grants to 
provide incentives, currently Cache Water District does not have the grant matching funds or 
means to implement this type of program.  The requirement for a restrictive deed to be added 
was deleted.  Mr. Daugs said it would be a good idea to meet with legislatures before next year 
to include a modification for more waterwise landscaping (e.g. drought tolerant grass). Mr. 

CALENDAR EVENTS 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

MANAGER’S REPORT 
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Anderson said there are other less expensive options.  The Board agreed to work on getting 
more information out regarding wise landscaping and less watering.   
 
H.B. 349 Water Reuse Projects Amendments (Rep. Snyder) - Any waste treatment facility, after 
Nov. 1, will not be allowed to file for a reuse application for effluent water unless they have a 
mitigation plan to leave the same amount of water in the stream to get to the Great Salt Lake.  
 
H.B. 299 Boating Amendments (Rep. Snyder) – Addresses financing water infrastructure related 
to boating.  A portion of the registration fees will be put into a restricted account to help fund 
improvements.  Hyrum Reservoir was a driving force behind this bill. 
 
H.B. 207 Compact Commission Amendments (Rep. Snyder) - Changes the representative on 
the Bear River Commission from the Director of Water Resources to the State Engineer. 
  
Mr. Daugs informed the Board of the recent hearing on water rights. The basin is being closed 
to any new single-family appropriations. This will not affect the cities, but any parcel in the 
County that has not split since 1999 can file for a water right. The County is currently performing 
a GIS study to determine how many parcels this may affect. Mr. Daugs is setting up a meeting 
with the County Council to discuss this issue and will draft a response after that meeting.   
 

 
 
See -Attachment 2- 
 

 
 
See -Attachment 3- 
 

  
 
Mr. Ostermiller asked if the Water District has any assignment or purview over flooding issues 
and/or coordination. Mr. Daugs said most cities have been working with their emergency 
management departments on possible solutions if this happens, this is not part of the scope of 
the District. 
 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  
 
Next Meeting: April 3, 2023  
 

APO REPORTS 

GREAT SALT LAKE WATER REPORT 

OTHER 

ADJOURN 
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-Attachment 1-
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-Attachment 2- 

APO SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS – 2/20/23 
5:30 Local Outreach 
N Daugs, M. Pierce, J. Clawson, J. Simmonds, B. Neilson, M. Anderson 
 
 Summer localscapes classes in May.  Mr. Daugs has reached out to Jordan Valley to help 

with those.  
 

 If the turf buyback bill passes the legislature the information will be passed along to the City 
Mayors/City Councils.  Every City will have to adopt new ordinances.  Mr. Daugs will get 
information to Mr. Pierce to be put on the City Manager’s meeting agenda in March.  
  

 Mr. Daugs said the Water Resources Board will be doing a tour of projects in August and 
questioned whether the District should also do a tour in May (as was done last year).  Mr. 
Pierce said the May tour was well-attended; Mr. Daugs will look into some possible projects.  
Ms. Neilson asked about creating an email list for these types of announcements to provide 
broader communication to those who might be interested (possibly gathering information on 
attendees of the conference).  Ms. Simmonds said there is also a way to get alerts from a 
link on the new website.  

 
 Casey Snyder will be reviewing some of the new legislative bills at the Northern Utah Water 

Conference.  
 
 USU students will present projects in May.    

 
 A few members will be attending the Logan Wilson Neighborhood meeting to discuss PL-566 

projects. 
 
 Not doing the Home Show in March; can do radio spots to help get information out.  
 
 When completed, the Annual Report will be a good outreach tool. 
 
 Ms. Simmonds was asked to put together a 3-year summary in all financial categories 

(excluding PL-566) for March 6 Board Meeting agenda. 
 

6:00 Conservation 
N Daugs, M. Pierce, J. Clawson, J. Simmonds, B. Neilson, M. Anderson 
 
 Historically when restrictions are put on, consumption usually rises. 

 
 It is important to convince people that conservation is an important issue. 

 
 Briefly discussed the idea of changing the water structure taxing rate.  Mr. Daugs said the bill 

will likely pass but will require a 2-year study to show the true cost of water and how taxes 
are being collected and what projects the funds are being used on.  

 
 Mr. Daugs will check on last year’s end report for water checks.  

 
 Secondary metering could be a tool for conservation if the program is implemented correctly. 

It will take time to create a good valley-wide system.  
 

 There are different ways to achieve waterwise landscaping with turf and plants that require 
less water, which could be a good solution. Another good solution is educating people about 
watering less (without making major landscape changes). 
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-Attachment 3- 

B. Neilson Presentation to CWD – Based primarily on slides presented by GSL Strike Team 

on Feb. 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Salt Lake Policy Assessment 
Presented by the Great Salt 
Lake Strike Team, a 
collaboration of Utah’s 
Research Universities and 
Utah state agencies 

 
February 8, 2023 
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Great Salt Lake Strike Team 
Members 
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Average Annual Elevation of 
Great Salt Lake, 1903–2022 
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Mean Northern Utah Annual 
Precipitation, 1903–2018 

 

 

Mean Northern Utah Air Temperature, 
1903–2018 
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Bear River Annual Streamflow, 
1903–2022 

 

 

Human Water Depletion by 
Type, 1989–2018 
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Mineral Extraction Water Depletions on 
Great Salt Lake, 1989–2018 

 
 

 

Projected Trends in the Great 
Salt Lake Basin, 2022-2100 

Changes Relative to 1989–2019 
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Projections indicate that slight increases in precipitation (on 
average) will be more than offset by increases in 
temperature and evaporation, creating a further challenge 
for the lake . 

 
 

Note: The analysis is based on a high greenhouse gas emission scenario referred to as Shared Socioeconomic Pathway (SSP) 585, 
30 global climate models from the Coupled Model Intercomparison Project Phase 6 (CMIP6). 

Source: Data from CMIP6; Analysis by Courtenay Strong, 2022.  
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Average Annual Elevation of the Great Salt Lake with Elevation Zones, 1903‐2022 
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Policy Options 
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Average Annual Elevation of Great Salt Lake 
with Elevation Zones,1903‐2022 

 

 
Range of Conservation Needed (KAF/year) 
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Scenarios for addressing Great Salt Lake 
Water Levels 

 
Key Findings 

How did we get here? 
i. Despite some dry years, no long‐term trend in precipitation. 
ii. Human and natural consumptive water use are the main 
drivers of low lake levels. Other smaller contributing factors 
include natural precipitation variability and climate warming. 
iii. Plan for similar or less water available in the GSL basin in 
coming decades. 
 
What can we do? 
i. Scenarios to different lake elevation range goals. 
ii. Policy assessments: Conservation, new water, engineering 
solutions. 
iii. Committing conserved water to the lake is key. 
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